
YurtaKids! The Red Bike

Roll Up
Venue Number 26. Summerhall, 1
Summerhall,Edinburgh, EH9 1QH.
4-24 August 14:00 (55 minutes).
Suitability: U. 
Although The Red Bike is a largely
non-verbal performance, there’s no
fear that children will fail to
understand the plot. With a cast
incredibly skilled in mime and
slapstick, some gorgeous shadow
puppetry, and a clear line of
narration, the show is easy to follow,
despite the lack of dialogue.
   
YurtaKids! The Red Bike is the story
of a family who works stuffing small
prizes into plastic toy eggs. The story
is narrated by the as-yet-unborn
daughter of the family, Marta. In
return for stuffing the eggs, the
family is paid five coins, which are
immediately placed in a tin to pay for
rent. 
   
The whole of this operation is run by
Mr Moneybags, a shadow puppet in a
tall stovepipe hat with long fingers.
Mr Moneybags owns not only the
family’s house and the toy egg
company, he has also claimed the
stars and moon, and charges anyone
looking up at the sky a fine. Those
who cannot pay the fine, or who
cannot pay their rent, must sacrifice
their shoes. People without shoes,
Marta tells us, are the poorest of the
poor. The show follows the family’s
efforts to reclaim the father’s shoes
after they are taken when he dares
to use one coin from the rent to buy
a small red bicycle for his son Pino’s
birthday. 
   
The show was beautifully performed,

all of the actors having consummate
skill, and the shadow puppetry, set
against a backdrop of a star-filled,
moonlight sky, was breathtaking. The
story itself was also quite charming,
if lacking in political subtlety. The
only worry for parents might be the
possibility that their children will
become bored, as the show can
occasionally drag. However, the
comical antics of the actors, and the
suspense of the plot seemed enough
to keep most children entertained.
Even if there are occasional
moments where the pace slows,
such a touching and beautifully
executed play is still well worth
seeing.
[Margaret Sessa-Hawkins]
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ED 2013 Children’s Show Review: 
Yurtakids! The Red Bike (Principio Attivo 
Teatro) 
A delight of mime, shadow puppetry and storytelling, ‘The 
Red Bike’ is a tale which audiences of any age can enjoy. 
Detailing a city in which a financial tyrant steals the shoes of 
his poor workers, this show has a larger message to deliver 
about money, hidden beneath a charming tale about a 
growing family. A strong, humorous and expressive 
company enchant all audience members and more than a 
few adult tears were shed, whilst the innovative venue adds 
a touch of magic. Intelligent children’s theatre which spins 
an intricate yet engaging narrative, ‘The Red Bike’ is a 
breath of fresh air in a festival where volume is often 
prioritised over value. 

Summerhall, until 24 Aug, 2.00pm. 
tw rating 4/5 | [Christie Rolley] 
!
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Show details 
Venue:  Summerhall 
Company:  Principio attivo teatro 
Running time:  55mins 
Production:  Giuseppe Semeraro (producer) Valentina Diana (writer) 
Cristina Mileti (costume designer) Dario Cadei (set design) 
Performers:  Giuseppe Semeraro (Arturo), Silvia Lodi (Gran Mimina), 
Otto Marco Mercante (Ugo), Dario Cadei (Pino) Cristina Mileti (Linda), 
Rebecca Metcalf (voice-over) 
 
There is no language barrier in this delightful piece of clowning with a 
political message from San Cesario di Lecce in Southern Italy. 
Marta is not born yet, but she is the voice of this story (delivered with 
clarity by Rebecca Metcalf). Her Mum, Linda (Cristina Mileti) Dad, 
Arturo (Giuseppe Semeraro) and Gran Mimina (Silvia Lodi) work in a 
cottage industry filling yellow toy eggs with small surprises. 



The surprise egg factory, and everything else in the town for that 
matter, is owned by the greedy Mr Moneybags. He is rather like the 
unpleasant Mr Potter in Capra’s 1946 film "It’s a Wonderful Life" with 
his grasping tentacles coveting everything in sight. He even thinks he 
owns the moon and the stars and any of the poor townsfolk who dare 
to look at them pay the penalty of sacrificing their shoes. Since ‘a 
shoeless man is poorest of the poor’ this is a cruel price to pay for 
daring to enjoy what belongs to everyone. 
The family operate an assembly line where they carry out their cycle of 
work in resigned but cheerful poverty. In perpetuity they fill the 
requisite eggs with toys and get paid by the unsmiling Ugo (Otto 
Marco Mercante), one of Mr Moneybags’ mignons.  
In perpetuity they put their wages in a tin for the rent. In perpetuity 
Ugo comes along and collects the rent. Result? No spare money. 
So what does the family do when Marta’s brother Pino (Dario Cadei) 
has a birthday and is dreaming of a red bike? Use the rent money of 
course! Pino’s trembling and bright eyed joy at the sight of the tiny red 
bike is sweet to behold. His taking it on journeys in the air and over 
his body is testament to Cadei’s mime ability. 
Unknown to his family, Pino has used the surprise eggs to send 
messages to the town about his wish for a red bike and the news of 
this mysterious bike wisher reaches the wider world. When Arturo 
can’t pay the rent, Ugo takes Marta’s family’s shoes so they decide to 
use Pino’s secret and powerful message service to encourage the 
shoeless people to rise from their slumber and demand their shoes 
back from miserable old Mr Moneybags. Ah the power of solidarity! 
The five actors portray the wackily dressed family of Marta with comic 
aplomb in this new telling of the old tale of the monopoly of one 
man’s riches against the poor masses using fine clowning and acting 
techniques with enchanting silhouette puppetry. Mr Moneybags only 
appears as a looming, black top hatted terror against the backdrop of 
the beautiful but forbidden moon and stars. 



The set is an absurd-looking place in an indeterminate time (around 
nineteen canteen?) before phones or credit cards but with an old radio 
and with several UK references like an old copy of the Radio Times and 
comic party hats made from old soap powder packaging. 
There is a subtle red motif running through the set and costumes 
hinting at the political message of a fight against oppression and 
injustice. Not least of these is a red YES (Scotland) badge! Children 
may be more interested in slapstick and the funny family dynamics but 
the metaphor is there for the seeing. 
This is a wee gem of children’s theatre from an award winning 
company that tips its hat to cinema with grand musical 
accompaniment from Grieg, Chopin, and Tchaikovsky to Diamanda 
Galás, Pascal Comelade, Giovanni Sollima and Simply Red with the 
highly appropriate song Money’s too tight to mention. Even Ugo, the 
rent collecting mignon of Mr Moneybags, smiles wearing a complete 
pair of shoes. 
The glorious ending is a fiesta of footwear with silhouetted shoes 
being passed hand to hand. In the midst of this bloodless coup (or 
should that be shoe?) Marta is born. Check out this slice of wonderful 
life! 
Runs 4– 24 August (even dates), 2pm 
£8 (£7) (£20F) 
Suitability 6+ 
!
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Circuito'Cultural'Paulista'encerra'temporada'2014'com'mais'de'830'atrações'
gratuitas'
Todos%com%entrada%franca''
 
 
O'Circuito' Cultural' Paulista,'realizado' pelo' Governo' do' Estado' de' São' Paulo' em'
parceria' com'105' prefeituras' do' interior' e' litoral,' promoveu' ao' longo' do' ano' 836'
atividades' culturais' gratuitas.' Para' o' último' bimestre,' o' circuito' apresenta' uma'
programação'especial,'voltada'para'públicos'de'todas'as'idades.'Entre'os'destaques'
estão'o'show'“100'Anos'de'Caymmi”,'com'a'cantora'Anna'Selton,'que'homenageia'o'
centenário' do' compositor,' e' as' companhias' de' teatro' internacionais' “Princípio'
Ativo”'(Itália)'com'“Bicicleta'Vermelha”,'vencedor'de'duas'categorias'do'Prêmio'Eolo'
Awards' de' 2013' e' “Cia.' Complot”' (Uruguai)' em' “Algo' de' Ricardo”,' do' consagrado'
dramaturgo' Gabriel' Calderón.''
'
Anna'Selton'apresenta'“100'Anos'de'Caymmi”,'em'homenagem'ao'centenário'de'um'
dos'maiores'compositores'da'música'popular'brasileira.'A'cantora,'que'também'toca'
violão,' estará' acompanhada' da' banda' formada' por' Eduardo' Sangirardi' (piano),' Fi'
Maróstica'(baixo)'e'Cléber'Almeida'(bateria),'e'apresentará'novos'arranjos'e'leituras'
para' canções' clássicas'de'Caymmi.'Compositor'de'muitos' sucessos,'Dorival' cantou'
não'só'a'Bahia,'seus'personagens'e'lugares,'mas'o'Brasil'das'décadas'de'1940,'1950'
e'1960,'e'ajudou'a'construir,'com'a'sua'música'e'poesia,'uma'imagem'do'país'por'
meio'do'rico'e'representativo'universo'poético'da'sua'obra.'No'repertório'músicas'
como'“O'Bem'do'Mar”,'“É'Doce'Morrer'no'Mar”,'“Maracangalha”'e'“Que'É'Que'a'
Bahiana' Tem?”.' Os' shows' acontecem' em' Promissão' (16/10),' Valparaíso' (17/10)'
Regente' Feijó' (18/10),' Agudos' (21/11),' Jaúde' (22/11)' e' Bariri' (23/11).''
'
Uma'das'surpresas'desse'bimestre'é'a'participação'da'companhia' italiana'Princípio'
Ativo,'que'apresenta'o'espetáculo'teatral'“Bicicleta'Vermelha”.'O'roteiro'é'baseado'
na' narrativa' da' personagem'Marta,' que,' ao' folhear' um' álbum' de' fotos,' conta' as'
aventuras' excêntricas' e' heroicas' de' sua' família.' Eles' trabalham' colocando'
brinquedos'em'ovos'de'chocolate'sob'o'poder'de'Bankomat'–'o'vilão'–'dono'da'casa,'
da' fábrica'de'ovos'de'chocolate'e'proprietário'das'estrelas'e'da' lua.'A' força'dessa'
família' reside' na' sua' capacidade' de' transformar' um' instrumento' de' aflição' e'
opressão'em'um'meio'de'libertação,'tudo'graças'a'Pino,'irmão'de'Marta,'que,'quase'
por' acaso,' vai' encontrar' uma'maneira' de' restaurar' a' dignidade' dos' familiares.' O'
espetáculo' foi' vencedor' do' Prêmio' Eolo' Awards' de' 2013' nas' categorias' “Melhor'
Dramaturgia”' (Diana' Valentina)' e' “Melhor' Direção”' (Giuseppe' Semeraro).' A' turnê'
passa'pelas'cidades'de'Barretos'(09/10),'Monte'Alto'(10/10),'Orlândia'(11/10),'São'
José' do' Rio' Pardo' (12/10),' Pindamonhangaba' (15/10)' e' São' Sebastião' (16/10).''
'
A'Cia.'Complot,'do'Uruguai,'apresenta'“Algo'de'Ricardo”'–'uma'obra'do'dramaturgo'
Gabriel' Calderón' inspirada'no' texto'Ricardo' III,' de'William'Shakespeare' –,' dirigido'
por' Mariana' Percovich.' A' versão' fala' dos' mecanismos' do' poder' contemporâneo,'
relações' do' ator' com' o' espectador' e' do' teatro' com' seu' público.' O' famoso'



personagem'de'Shakespeare'encontra'muitos'obstáculos'para'atingir'suas'metas.'A'
classificação'etária'é'de'14'anos.'O'espetáculo'percorre'as'cidades'de'Espírito'Santo'
do' Pinhal' (23/11),' Lençóis' Paulista' (26/11),' Garça' (27/11),' Lins' (28/11),' Buritama'
(29.11)' e' Catanduva' (30/11).''
'
O'público' infantil'poderá'conferir'a'apresentação'circense'“Concerto'em'Ri'Maior”,'
da'Cia.'dos'Palhaços.'A' comédia'musical,'que' surgiu'em'2005'a'partir'de' jogos'de'
improvisação'de'palhaço'com'a'música,'traz'o'maestro'e'palhaço'Wilson'Chevchenco'
em'um'concerto'baseado'em'sua'origem'russa'e'conta'com'a'ajuda'de'Sarrafo,'seu'
fiel'amigo,'para'executar'as'obras'de'sua'família'e'ser'compreendido'pela'plateia,'já'
que' não' fala' o' idioma' português.' O' concerto' conta' ainda' com' um' coral,' que' é'
integrado'pelo'público.'A'interação'dos'espectadores'é'essencial'para'o'andamento'
do' espetáculo' e' são' utilizados' vários' instrumentos' como' violão,' acordeom,' gaita,'
castanholas' e' harmônica.' A' atração' estará' nas' cidades' de' Jaguariúna' (01/11),'
Diadema' (02/11),' Matão' (27/11),' Ibitinga' (28/11),' Sertãozinho' (29/11)' e' Vargem'
Grande' do' Sul' (30/11).''
'
Já'o'espetáculo'de'dança'“Íntimo”,'da'Cia.'Pavilhão'D'mescla'as'linguagens'do'ballet'
clássico' e' da' dança' contemporânea,' trazendo' à' cena' o' que' a' dança' gera'
intimamente' no' indivíduo' e' sua' capacidade' de' transformação.' Com' classificação'
livre,'as'apresentações'acontecem'em'Cubatão'(10/10),'Limeira'(11/10),'Americana'
(24/10),' Suzano' (12/11),' Itanhaém' (14/11),' Ribeirão' Pires' (15/11).''
'
O'Circuito'Cultural'Paulista'é'promovido'pela'Secretaria'da'Cultura'do'Estado'de'São'
Paulo,' em' parceria' com' as' prefeituras' envolvidas.' A' execução' é' realizada' pela'
organização' social' de' cultura' Associação' Paulista' dos' Amigos' da' Arte' (APPA).' A'
curadoria' é' de' Valmir' Santos' (teatro),' Alexandra' Itacarambi' (dança),' Dib' Carneiro'
(infantil),'Marina'Guzzo'(circo)'e'Pena'Schmidt'(música).'A'distribuição'de'ingressos'
para'os'espetáculos'do'programa'é'responsabilidade'das'prefeituras'dos'municípios'
participantes.' A' programação' completa' está' disponível' no'
site'www.apaacultural.org.br.'' s' See' more' at:'
http://maisexpressao.com.br/noticia/circuitosculturalspaulistasencerrastemporadas
2014scomsmaissdes830satracoessgratuitass21944.html#sthash.9fFCda9O.dpuf'
'








