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THE RED BIKE

directed by: Giuseppe Semeraro

playwrite: Valentina Diana

with: Giuseppe Semeraro, Silvia Lodi, Otto Marco Mercante, Dario Cadei, Cristina Mileti
set designer: Dario Cadei costume designer: Cristina Mileti

voice-over: Rebecca Metcalf
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EOLO AWARDS PRIZE 2013 - best dramaturgy for kids and young people, Milan - Italy
SPECIAL MENTION 2012 — Festeba Festival, Ferrara - Italy

“The Red Bike” is the product of a powerful need to tell and dramatize the story of a family, a story
capable of addressing contemporary realities. The narrative thread is provided by Marta who, as if leafing
through a photo album, tells us of the eccentric and heroic adventures of her family. Marta does not
appear on the stage, or rather cannot be seen, as she is inside her pregnant mother’s womb, and right at
the start of the play announces: “This is the story of my family before I was born.” The events that Marta
talks about belong to our era, despite being set in a distant and indeterminate age which lends an almost
fantastical and surreal aspect to the action. Marta’s family makes a living by putting toys inside chocolate
eggs, but complicating their lives, and the lives of the whole country, there is BanKomat, the villain,
owner of everything, of the chocolate egg factory and of the house, but also of the moon and the stars,
and nothing can be done without paying a price to him.

This family’s strength lies in its ability to turn an instrument of vexation and oppression into a means of
liberation, and all thanks to Pino, Marta’s brother, who — almost by chance — will find a way of restoring

the family’s dignity, and achieving their redemption.
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The language used, alternating between the comic and the thoughtful, relates the vicissitudes of this
eccentric family, capable — just like many of today’s families — of turning the daily routine into a miracle

of resistance.

age: +7 years old /all public

duration: 55mn

trailer: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5S -bjpygm6E
full video: https://vimeo.com/129655803

Web & Contacts  www.principioattivoteatro.it
mob. +39 366 40 48 647

Raffaella Romano mob. +39 327 73 72 824 | skype: raffa.r
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REVIEWS:

“The show was beautifully performed, all of the actors having consummate skill, and the shadow
puppetry, set against a backdrop of a star-filled, moonlight sky, was breathtaking”.
by Margaret Sessa-Hawkins (BroadwayBaby — Edinburgh Fringe 2013)

“There is no language barrier in this delightful piece of clowning with a political message from San
Cesario di Lecce in Southern Italy. [...]This is a wee gem of children’s theatre from an award winning
company that tips its hat to cinema with grand musical accompaniment from Grieg, Chopin, and
Tchaikovsky to Diamanda Galés, Pascal Comelade, Giovanni Sollima and Simply Red with the highly
appropriate song Money’s too tight to mention. [...]Check out this slice of wonderful life!”

by Irene Brown (xxx* EdinburghGuide — Edinburgh Fringe 2013)

“A delight of mime, shadow puppetry and storytelling, ‘The Red Bike’ is a tale which audiences of any
age can enjoy. Detailing a city in which a financial tyrant steals the shoes of his poor workers, this show
has a larger message to deliver about money, hidden beneath a charming tale about a growing family. A
strong, humorous and expressive company enchant all audience members and more than a few adult tears
were shed, whilst the innovative venue adds a touch of magic. Intelligent children’s theatre which spins
an intricate yet engaging narrative, ‘The Red Bike’ is a breath of fresh air in a festival where volume is
often prioritized over value”.

by Christie Rolley (Three Weeks —Edinburgh Fringe 2013)



